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Climbers from our 
chapter area 

(Maryland, Virginia, 
District of Columbia 
and West Virginia) 
will be competing 
to become the 
2020 MAC-ISA Tree 
Climbing Champions 
on Saturday, April 
4, 2020, with the 
Masters’ Challenge 
being held on Sunday morning April 5. 
This year, we are very excited to have 
Druid Hill Park in Baltimore, MD hosting 
the event.

Druid Hill Park is a 745-acre urban 
park in northwest Baltimore. Inaugurated 
in 1860, it ranks with Central Park (begun 
in 1858) in New York City, Fairmount 
Park (1812) in Philadelphia and Golden 
Gate Park in San Francisco as the oldest 
landscaped public parks in the United 
States. https://bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/
parks/druid-hill.

The competition will feature five main 
events; belayed speed climb, throw line, 
aerial rescue, work climb and the new 
ascent event.  The top four men and 
top woman in these events will move on 
to the masters’ challenge which will be 
held Sunday morning.  The MAC-ISA 
Champions will be competing at the 
ITCC, which will be held at Roosevelt 
Park in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
August 7-9.

This year’s event will feature 
several educational and entertainment 
opportunities for both participants and 
spectators.  Riverside Outfitters will 
host the recreational tree climb.  It will 
offer people of all ages an opportunity 
to experience the thrill and challenge 

of tree climbing. In addition to seeing 
some impressive and exciting climbing, 
everyone at the event can see the latest 
tools and equipment offered by the 
exhibitors.  This is a great chance to pick 
up that needed equipment and avoid the 
hassle of shipping.

The following vendors (as of 
1/17) have reserved space already:  
American Arborist Supplies, Arborwear, 
Georgetown Insurance, Vermeer All 
Roads.

As with other championships, there 
will be food vendor(s) who will be 
offering lunch and snacks on Saturday, 
or you may bring a picnic to enjoy while 

cheering on 
your favorite 

competitors.  
Bring chairs 
or a blanket, 
there are not 
many tables 
on site.

Climbers, 
remember 

that the competition is limited to 35 
male competitors plus up to five female 
competitors, so get your registration in 
early. Registration forms are available 
through the MAC-ISA office or on our 
website. Competitors must have at least 
6 months of climbing experience to 
participate, be a member of MAC-ISA 
and live or work in our chapter area.

Company/individual sponsors and 

exhibitors are needed to help make 
this important event possible.  This is a 
great marketing opportunity and a way 
to support MAC-ISA and the men and 
women in the field.  If you are interested 
in exhibiting, visit our website at www.
mac-isa.org or contact the MAC-
ISA office at (703) 753-0499 or email 
exdirector@macisa.org to receive a 
sponsor/exhibitor application.

The Tree Climbing Championship 
relies heavily on volunteers to organize, 
ready the site, and run the event. Special 
thanks, to co-chairs, Sue Greeley and 
Jerry Langham, head judge Steve 
Castrogiovanni, and Randy Fackler for 
all their preplanning work so far.  We 
really appreciate the support of the 
City of Baltimore Forestry Division for 
sponsoring and hosting the event.  If you 
are interested in helping with this exciting 
event, please contact (703) 753-0499 or 
exdirector@macisa.org.

 On the Thursday before the event a 
hotline will be set up at (703) 753-0499, 
to provide information regarding weather-
related changes. 

WInTer 2020
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Tree 
sculpture by 
Mark Acton 
in Druid Hill 
Park. Photo 
downloaded 

from the web.

Special Thanks to our 
Sponsors
 (as of 1/17)

Altec
Arbor Tech Supply

Arborwear
Bartlett Tree Experts

City of Baltimore, Forestry 
Division

SavATree
Georgetown Insurance

Riverside Outfitters
Treestuff 

Vermeer All Roads

https://bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/parks/druid
https://bcrp.baltimorecity.gov/parks/druid
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
mailto:exdirector@macisa.org
mailto:exdirector@macisa.org
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Directions to Druid 
Hill Park

Follow road signs to Druid 
Hill Park Zoo then MAC-

ISA TCC.  “A” marks the spot 
of the TCC location.

From I-83 North and 
South – Take Exit 7 (West) to Druid Park Lake Drive and stay 
in the right-hand lane.  Turn right at the 3rd light, Swann 
Drive, into the park. Follow signs to MAC-ISA TCC.

From I-95 South – Take I-695 West to I-83 South. Take 
Exit 7 (West) to Druid Park Lake Drive – Follow italicized 
directions above.

From I-95 North – Take I-395 North (Exit 53), turn right 
onto Pratt Street, then turn left onto President Street. 
Continue straight on I-83 North. Take Exit 7 (West) to Druid 
Park Lake Drive – Follow italicized directions above.

From I-70 – Take I-695 North to I-83 South. Take Exit 7 
(West) to Druid Park Lake Drive – Follow italicized directions 
above.

From Downtown Baltimore – Take Pratt Street to 
President Street and turn left. Continue straight on I-83 
North. Take Exit 7 (West) to Druid Park Lake Drive – Follow 
italicized directions above.

Day of Arboriculture a Success

On November 16, 2019 about 95 tree care professionals 
attended our 2nd Day of Arboriculture held at the U.S. 

National Arboretum.  Most were either ISA Certified or 
MD Tree Experts who earned 8 CEUs.  We received great 
feedback from the attendees.

• “All the speakers were wonderful and brought useful 
information that is not normally discussed at such 
events.”

• “The owner of a larger tree company, as well as a 
newbie groundsman, both got a lot of info out of the 
day.”

• “Thanks for a great day of informative sessions.”  
MAC-ISA sold lots of educational publications and had 

the newly revised “How to Kill a Tree Display” up for the first 
time.  

This event is a fundraiser for the maintenance of the trees 
at the Arboretum.  Special thanks to all the speakers for 
sharing your time and knowledge with all the participants.

Mark your calendar for the 2020 Day of Arboriculture, 
November 14, 2020 at the Arboretum.

Mark your Calendars: April 4, 2020
MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship

Druid Hill Park, Baltimore, MD

• FREE for all spectators
• Watch our chapter climbers compete in five events
• Buy supplies and equipment from local vendors
• Enjoy activities and gain knowledge
• Sponsors and Exhibitors opportunities available
• Limited space for competitors

Visit our website for registration information:
http://www.mac-isa.org. Questions call 703-753-0499 

MAC-ISA Annual Meeting
October 4-6, 2020  

Solomons, MD
• Sunday night 4th: Meeting check-in and welcome 

reception at Solomons Holiday Inn
• Monday 5th: Field Day and outdoor Trade Show
• Tuesday 6th: Indoor educational sessions, Trade 

Show, Awards and MAC-ISA business meeting
• Silent Auction to support student scholarships for the 

meeting

Additional volunteers are needed to help plan the meeting
Join the team by calling 703-753-0499 or email 
exdirector@macisa.org

MAC-ISA 2020 DAY Of SAFETY
June 13 

Hampton Roads Agricultural Extension 
Center (HRAREC), Virginia Beach, VA 

• A variety of safety topics will be presented
• Lunch, giveaways and great door prizes included with 

registration
• ISA CEUs, TCIA CTSPs and MD Tree Expert CEUs 

available
• Online registration and more information on our 

website in March

For more information and to sponsor the event contact 
admin@macisa.org or 703-753-0499. To be involved in the 
planning contact admin@macisa.org.

Day of Arboriculture
Talk on truck and large 

equipment inspections. 

Photos courtesy of Nancy 
Herwig

http://www.mac-isa.org
mailto:exdirector@macisa.org
mailto:admin@macisa.org
mailto:admin@macisa.org
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Volunteer Column: 
MAC-ISA Needs YOU!

• Assist with Scholarship application
reviews

• Assist with General Tree Climbing 
Championship tasks

• Help plan the annual meeting 
• Help plan the 2020 Day of Safety 

Volunteer now by calling the office at 703-753-
0499 or by email exdirector@macisa.org

Thanks, we really need your help!
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If you want coworkers  
who are more like family, 
you’re probably one of us.

To apply go to Asplundh.com Follow us

Asplundh is hiring.
The leader in safe and efficient vegetation management services is presently seeking qualified candidates for a wide range 

of employment opportunities across the country. From no experience to a full resume, Asplundh offers a family-like 

culture, team-oriented approach, and extensive training for those in search of a rewarding career. 
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preSIdenT’S MeSSAge

CAlendAr of evenTS

Happy new decade! It is somewhat 
surreal that it is the middle of 

January and we are experiencing 60 
and 70° temperatures. I have already 
seen pear trees and irises blooming. 
I hope that we will have some 
semblance of winter before March. 

On December 6th, the Board 
met to discuss 2020 action items 
and assign Champions to lead each 
one.  Items included ways to improve 
membership, marketing, and our social 
media presence, along with all of the 
other training and courses provided. 
Were you looking to contribute to 
MAC-ISA this year? Champions will 
need assistance from our members 
to help them accomplish their action 
items. Please contact Nancy Herwig if 

you are willing to help in some way this 
year.

Mark your calendars for several 
training opportunities coming up. 
While the TRAQ and TRAQ renewal 
classes in March are full, there is a 
TRAQ course August 4-6 and a TRAQ 
renewal class on the 7th of August 
in Charlottesville, VA. There also is 
a June 10 TRAQ renewal class in 
Woodbridge, VA. This was one of the 
best qualifications I have taken and 
I highly recommend it.  An arborist 
certification course is offered March 
17-19 at Beltsville-Adelphi Boys and 
Girls Club in Beltsville, MD.  The 
registration cutoff for the arborist 
certification course is coming up soon, 
so don’t delay to register.

I will leave you with some wise 
words spoken by Rob Springer at the 
end of our weekly safety conference 
call: “It’s arboriculture. Enjoy what you 
do and do what you know to be safe.”

Thank you, 
MAC-ISA President
Jason Heizer

January 27- 28, Richmond, VA,  Virginia 
Association of Forest Health Professionals 
Conference,  http://vafhp.org

February 10-11, Lancaster, PA, PennDel 
55th Annual Shade Tree Symposium, http://
www.penndelisa.org/shade-tree-symposium

February 23-28, Gulf Shore, Alabama, 
Municipal Forestry Institute, 
https://www.urban-forestry.com/mfi-2020

February 25-26, Virginia Beach, VA, Virginia 
Turf Council, Come to the Bay, 
http://cometothebay.org/

February 26-29, Sacramento, CA, 2020 ASCA 
Consulting Academy
https://www.asca-consultants.org/page/CA2020

March 18, Roanoke, VA, Trees VA Workshop, 
www.treesvirginia.org

March 10-12, Gaithersburg, MD, TRAQ 
Course, (FULL) 14.5 CEUs, https://www.mac-
isa.org

March 13, Gaithersburg, MD, TRAQ Renewal,  
(FULL) 5 CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

March 16-20, Derwood, MD,  Introduction 
to Arboriculture LNTP 150,  Steve.dubik@
montgomerycollege.edu, 240 -567-7803
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu

March 17-19, Beltsville, MD, MAC-ISA 
Arborist Certification Course, 24 CEUs
703-753-0499 or https://www.mac-isa.org, 

March 18, Roanoke, WV, Certification Exam, 
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam-
Information

March 20, Beltsville, MD, Certification Exam, 
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam-
Information

April 3, Richmond, VA, Tree Care 
Symposium, https://www.lewisginter.org

April 4-5, Druid Hill Park, Baltimore, MD, MAC-
ISA Tree Climbing Championship, 
https://www.mac-isa.org

June 10, Woodbridge, VA, TRAQ Renewal, 5 
CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

June 13, Virginia Beach, VA, MAC-ISA Day of 
Safety, https://www.mac-isa.org

July 14-16, Richmond, VA, MAC-ISA Arborist 
Certification Course, 24 CEUs
https://www.mac-isa.org

July 17, Richmond, VA, Certification Exam, 
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam-
Information

August 4-6, Charlottesville, VA, TRAQ Course, 
14.5 CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

August 7, Charlottesville, VA, TRAQ Renewal, 
5 CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

October 4-6, Solomons, MD, MAC-ISA 
Annual Meeting

October 23, TBD, MD, TRAQ Renewal, 5 
CEUs, https://www.mac-isa.org

December 8-10, Charlottesville, VA, MAC-ISA 
Arborist Certification Course, 24 CEUs
https://www.mac-isa.org

December 11, Charlottesville, VA, 
Certification  Exam, https://www.isa-arbor.
com/Credentials/Exam-Information

Visit the Events Calendar at 
http://www.mac-isa.org for additional events.

http://vafhp.org
http://www.penndelisa.org/shade
http://www.penndelisa.org/shade
https://www.urban-forestry.com/mfi
http://cometothebay.org
https://www.asca-consultants.org/page/CA2020
www.treesvirginia.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
mailto:Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
mailto:Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu
www.mac-isa.org
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam
http://www.lewisginter.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
www.mac-isa.org
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam
https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/Exam
www.mac-isa.org


2020 MAC-ISA Arborist Certification 
Courses 

• March 17-19, Beltsville, MD 
• July 14-16, Richmond, VA
• Dec. 8-10, VDOF, Charlottesville, VA
• 

Classes run from 8-5 each day, lunch is provided along 
with hot beverages and snacks.  

MAC-ISA member: $390, ISA: $415, Non-member: $490.
This is a great course to prepare for the ISA Certified 

Arborist exam.  Limited Space Available!  Register today at 
https://www.mac-isa.org or call the office 703-753-0499 for 
more information.
Quotes from past participants:
• “Everyone in the Arboriculture Industry should take this 

class”
• “I learned so much!”

Upcoming Exams
• March 19, Roanoke, WV
• March 20, Beltsville, MD
• July 17, Richmond, VA
• December 11, Charlottesville, VA

Online testing available. Visit www.isa-arbor.com for 
more information.

2020 TRAQ Courses 

• March 10-12, TRAQ, Gaithersburg, MD, (FULL)
• June 10, TRAQ Renewal, Woodbridge, VA
• August 4-6, TRAQ, Charlottesville, VA
• August 7, TRAQ Renewal, Charlottesville, VA 
• October 23, TRAQ Renewal, MD

The TRAQ Course runs from 8-5 the first 2 days and 
8-noon on the last day.
Currently, the MAC-ISA chapter has 495 people that 

have the Tree Risk Assessment Qualification. To join 
this group you will need to take the two-day course and 
pass the exam which is held on the third day.  We have 
scheduled two classes for 2020 and will add additional 
classes if needed.  All of the courses are taught by Joe 
Murray who has been getting excellent reviews by the 
students.  If your organization is interested in having a 
private or semi-private course call the office to discuss 
details. 

The TRAQ Renewal runs from 8-5 with 5 hours of 
instruction and the rest for the exam.

TRAQ individuals may take the renewal course up to 
18 months prior to their expiration date and be given a 
new expiration date five years from their original date.  
Extensions to the expiration date will not be granted and 
the full course will be required to become qualified again.  
The classes fill quickly, so don’t delay, register today.  For 
more details visit our website:
https://www.mac-isa.org.

Chesapeake Bay Landscape 
Professional

Join the Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional (CBLP) 
community of conservation-minded professionals at one 

of their winter training classes.  
The mission of the Chesapeake Bay Landscape 

Professional (CBLP) Certification program is to develop 
a voluntary, regional (that is, watershed-wide), advanced 
credential system and network of sustainable landscaping 
professionals. They envision a Chesapeake Bay watershed 
in which consistently-trained landscape professionals 
design, install, and maintain small-scale stormwater best 
practices including conservation landscapes that meet state 
and local goals to reduce stormwater runoff, sediment, and 
nutrients, while benefiting residents and ecosystems.

Level 1 will be offered: 
January 27-28, 2020 – Lancaster, PA
February 25-26, 2020 – Norfolk, VA
March 24-25, 2020 – Annapolis, MD
The 2020 Level 2 Intensive Seminars will be held August 

13-15, in Lancaster, PA, and in November in the DC area.  
More info and registration online: https://cblpro.org/.

CredenTIAlS neWS
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Scholarships are available to MAC-ISA members for both 
the TRAQ and Arborist Certification courses. The ones for 
Virginia members are available thanks to a grant from the 
Virginia Department of Forestry Urban and Community 
Forestry Grant Program. The scholarships cover full or 
partial registration. Contact exdirector@macisa.org.

www.mac-isa.org
www.isa-arbor.com
www.mac-isa.org
https://cblpro.org
mailto:exdirector@macisa.org
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book revIeW

The Overstory by Richard 
Powers

There are two 
fairly recent 

fiction books, 
Tara Campbell’s 
TreeVolution and 
The Overstory 
by Richard 
Powers - in 
which trees 
are leading 
characters. 
This will be a 
review of Powers’ The Overstory (W.W. 
Norton).

Published in 2018, it weighs in at 
502 pages, won the Pulitzer Prize in 
fiction and was a Man Booker finalist. 
It begins with a series of vignettes 
- standalone short stories, it seems - 
about a person’s relationship to a tree 
or trees. 

Nicholas Hoel is the surviving 
member of the Jorgen Hoel family, 
which left Brooklyn for the Iowa prairie.

They plant chestnuts, a fine stand of 
them, and keep photographic records. 
He inherits the evidence, the farm, 
and the surviving tree. Mimi Ma is the 
daughter of Chinese immigrants to the 
West Coast, who planted mulberries 
with great hopes. Adam Appich, the 
youngest of four sons, paints trees 
from an early age. Ray Brinkman 
and Dorothy Cazaly, after a long, 
complicated courtship, settle into a 
place where they plant. “Not everything 
we plant will take. Not every plant will 
thrive,” Ray writes to Dorothy. 
They are all love stories. 

Powers dips into and out of 
these and other characters’ lives as 
they mature, search for a place for 
themselves and find some of the 
answers in trees. 

You may ask yourself at times: 
Where is this all going? Gradually, 
the people and their stories begin to 
merge, until they come together to 
protect the redwoods. People rename 
themselves Maidenhair and Mulberry 
and Watchmen. Two chose to camp 
out in a tree for weeks, then months. 

Another, a scientist, publishes her 
findings about how trees communicate. 
Her work is lauded, then discredited  
and she withdraws into a deeply 
isolated life of research before her work 
is re-evaluated and hailed. Another 
records the trees in art. Mimi’s world 
is upended when the trees outside her 
office window disappear. A family’s 
seeming successful life is upended. 

What had been love stories, turn 
dark and violent. Trees die. People are 
damaged. But in the end, Powers holds 
out a tiny bit of hope. 

Review provided by Carol Herwig

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit 
ArborSystems.com for information and videos

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY! Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in
 five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most profitable add-on service

prairie.They
prairie.They


See the label for a full list of pests controlled. *Not registered for use in California

Japanese BeetlesGypsy Moths

Emerald Ash Borer Ambrosia Beetle* BagwormWinter Moth

Conifer Mites* Honeylocust Plant Bug

TreeMec® Inject
Emamectin Benzoate in one-quart bottles

Designed to be used with high volume tree injection devices that meet the label and dose 
requirements for the control of listed insects and mite pests.

TreeMec Inject can be used as formulated 
or diluted with water 

(low, medium, medium-high and high rates).

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit 
ArborSystems.com for information and videos
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ACAdeMIC neWS - SCholArShIp InforMATIon
Garden Club of America’s 
Urban Forestry Fellowship

Casey Trees, along with the Garden 
Club of America, is proud to 

announce the open application period 
for the GCA Zone VI Fellowship in 
Urban Forestry.  The fellowship offers 
a $7,500 stipend to students actively 
seeking to advance the knowledge of 
the urban forestry field.  A recipient 
may apply for an additional year.

The purpose of the fellowship is 
to encourage students to study the 
planning, management, horticulture, 
and ecology of urban forests and 
the effect of healthy urban forests on 
people and the environment. It also 
aims to increase the number of urban 
forestry scientists in the field.

Selection will be done by a panel 
of people knowledgeable about 
research in the field of urban forestry 
comprised of Casey Trees committee 
members, appointed by Casey Trees 
and approved by the GCA Scholarship 
Committee.

Eligibility: Open to graduate and 

advanced undergraduate students 
enrolled in U.S. institutions studying 
urban forestry, environmental studies, 
horticulture, forestry, or related courses 
of study with a special interest in urban 
forestry. Students must be enrolled 
during the academic year following the 
award decision. 

Application Process: For more 
information, online application forms, 
and past recipients, visit: 
https://caseytrees.org/education/urban-
forestry-fellowship/ or contact Dr. 
Jessica Sanders at gcaurbanforestry@
caseytrees.org. 
Deadline to submit Jan. 31, 2020.

Trees Virginia 2020 
Academic Scholarships

The Virginia Urban Forest Council 
(Trees Virginia) is a non-profit 

group whose mission is to enhance 
the quality of life through stewardship 
of our Commonwealth’s urban and 
community trees.

In support of Trees Virginia’s effort 

to enhance public awareness, increase 
professional competence, and bolster 
political engagement in urban forestry 
issues, Trees Virginia has established a 
scholarship program in urban forestry 
for qualified students attending Virginia 
colleges. Since 2008, Trees Virginia has 
awarded over $45,000 in scholarships 
to students at Virginia colleges. 

In 2020, three scholarships totaling 
$7,500 will be awarded to eligible 
students attending Virginia colleges 
and universities.

More info can be found at: http://
www.treesvirginia.org/outreach/
scholarships. 

Deadline for Submission 
is February 17th. Scholarship 
recipients will be notified by March 
31.

Dabney Lancaster CC

The new equipment trailer wrap 
was finished last year thanks to 

generous sponsors including MAC-ISA. 
See a picture of the trailer on page 15.
Academic news continued on page 9

https://caseytrees.org/education/urban
mailto:gcaurbanforestry@caseytrees.org
mailto:gcaurbanforestry@caseytrees.org
http://www.treesvirginia.org/outreach/scholarships
http://www.treesvirginia.org/outreach/scholarships
http://www.treesvirginia.org/outreach/scholarships
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ACAdeMIC neWS, ConT.
Montgomery College

Montgomery College will be offering 
its LNTP150 Introduction to 

Arboriculture (Tree Climbing) class 
from March 16 to 20. In addition, 
they offer a variety of related classes 
each semester.  If interested contact 
Steve Dubik at Steve.dubik@
montgomerycollege.edu.

Virginia Tech

Virginia Tech hosted the annual 
meeting of MAC-ISA in October. 

The College of Natural Resources and 
Environment was a sponsor for the 
meeting and numerous Virginia Tech 
faculty lead educational events. Former 
students and recent alumni Peter 
Stewart and Jonathan Reynolds were 
speakers during the student session.

A career fair held for students in 
the College of Natural Resources 
and Environment was well attended 
by representatives of the tree care 

industry. Representatives were 
recruiting for both interns and full-
time employees. Companies and 
organizations interested in attending 
next year’s career fair can contact Dr. 
Eric Wiseman.

Students in forestry and horticulture 
participated in a tree climbing clinic in 
October. Guest instructors included 
Virginia Tech alumni who work for 
Arborscapes and Bartlett Tree Experts.

Forestry and horticulture students 
took a field trip to the Bartlett Tree 
Research Lab in November to tour the 
diagnostics labs and research trials. 
Among the hosts were Alan Jones 
and Rob Allen, active members of the 
MAC-ISA.

American Forests announced in 
November that Virginia ranks second 
in the country for the most champion 
big trees found in the state. The Virginia 
Big Tree Program is coordinated by 
Dr. Eric Wiseman in the Department of 
Forest Resources and Environmental 
Conservation.

University of Maryland

The department of Plant Science and 
Landscape Architecture welcomed 

Dr. John Erwin as a new faculty 
member in the fall of 2019.  Dr. Erwin 
is a horticulturist from the University of 
Minnesota and is very excited to lead 
the growth of the Plant Management 
options of Urban Forestry, Landscape 
Management, and Turf and Golf 
Course Management programs into 
the next decade.  The department is 
also appreciative of the leadership that 
Dr. Angus Murphy has provided to the 
department over the past seven years.

Dr. Joe Sullivan, U of MD edits Canopy 
Coverage’s Academic News column. Please 

contact him with news about students, 
activities, programs, research, or any other 

items of interest at jsull@umd.edu

mailto:Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
mailto:Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu
mailto:jsull@umd.edu


MAC-ISA   Canopy Coverage  10        WInTer 2020

InTernATIonAl neWS - Tree fund updATeS

Bonnie Appleton Memorial Scholarship

Once again a student from 
Michigan State University 

received the $5000 Bonnie 
Appleton Scholarship in 2019.  
Congratulations to Alexandra 
Love.  The TREE Fund is accepting 
applications from January 15, 2020 to March 15, 2020.  We 
encourage students from our Chapter area to apply for this 
scholarship.
 

Scholarships and Research and 
Education Grants Available

Apply today for scholarships or Research Grants at 
www.treefund.org.  Applications are open from now till 

March 15th, 2020.

 for all of the following:
• Bonnie Appleton Memorial Scholarship Program. 

Supports college students studying arboriculture, urban 
forestry, horticulture, nursery management or a related 
field with the intention of becoming a professional in 
one of these fields. Award amount: $5,000

• Robert Felix Memorial Scholarship Program. Supports 
college students studying arboriculture, urban 
forestry or related fields with the intention of entering 
arboriculture.Award amount: $5,000

• John Wright Memorial Scholarship Program. Supports 
high school seniors and returning college students 
pursuing careers related to arboriculture. Award 
amount: $5,000

• Fran Ward Women in Arboriculture Scholarship 
Program. Supports female college students enrolled in 
a program related to the practice of arboriculture and 
urban forestry. Award amount: $5,000

• Hyland R. Johns Grant: (up to $25,000). Supports 
research that directly affects the work of industry 
professionals.

• Utility Arborist Research Fund: (up to $50,000). 
Supports work with real importance and benefit to 
utility tree care professionals.

TREE Fund News to Start 2020 

The new year and a new decade, with a catchy repetition 
of numerals usually ascribed to good vision, will 

hopefully lead to another promising year for the TREE 
Fund.

The organization begins 2020 with new leadership at the 
top. With the departure of President J. Eric Smith, the TREE 
Fund starts a new era with Russell K. King as the new 
President and CEO.  President King hails from a successful 
career leading a diverse list of philanthropic organizations. 
The TREE Fund Trustees and Liaisons look forward to 
working with the new leadership to continue their critical 
and successful mission. 

In other top news for 2020 comes the announcement of 

the opening of registration for the 28th Tour des Trees on 
January 15th. This year’s tour will be Rollin’ the Rockies; 
leaving Denver, Colorado on August 29th on a planned 
300 mile trip over 5 days of riding. The group will return to 
Denver for the closing dinner celebration on September 
3rd.  The Tour des Trees is the most important community 
engagement event each year and more information can be 
found at https://treefund.org/tourdestrees.  The 2019 Tour 
raised a total of $385,201 for the TREE Fund’s mission and 
engaged hundreds of school children, municipal leaders, 
volunteer groups and businesses, helping to foster interest 
and knowledge of trees that is the hallmark of the Tour de 
Trees purpose.

This and other valuable tree information, such as free 
Webinars and supported research can be found on the 
website at https://treefund.org.

Doug Petersen, TREE Fund Liaison

Rollin’ the Rockies 2020: Riders Needed

MAC-ISA Team needs riders for the Tour des Trees! 
Registration for this year’s Tour opened January 

15 on the Tour des Trees website https://treefund.org/
tourdestrees.
MAC-ISA will support the team with a $2500 donation to be 
split amongst the team riders for their fundraising.

TREE Fund news continued on page 14

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK OR VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TO RECEIVE WEEKLY SPECIALS

Your Home For All Things Arborist
  • Climbing Gear 
  • Rigging Gear
  • Arborist Tools
  • Chain Saws & Supplies  
  • Cabling & Bracing
  • Lightning Protection
  • Plant Health Supplies
  • PPE 
  • Hand Saws
  • Knowledge & Advice
  

(800) 441-8381
arborist.com

SINCE
1950

• Helpful Inudstry Knowledge  
• Responsive Service

www.treefund.org
fields.Award
arboriculture.Award
https://treefund.org/tourdestrees
https://treefund.org
https://treefund.org/tourdestrees
https://treefund.org/tourdestrees
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foreST peST updATe 

GOODBYE
SPOTTED LANTERNFLY
Proven Solution with IMA-jet

Why inject for Spotted Lanternfly
• Treat any tree, no per acre limit
• Consistent control all season
• Treat in any weather
• No off-target application

www.goodbyespottedlanternfly.com

WVDA Confirms Spotted 
Lanternfly Presence

The West Virginia Department of 
Agriculture (WVDA) has confirmed 

the presence of the Spotted Lanternfly 
(Lycormia delicatula), in West 
Virginia.  The Spotted Lanternfly is an 
invasive plant hopper that is native 
to China. Since its first detection 
in the United States in 2014, it has 
spread to Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Virginia and Maryland and 
more recently West Virginia.  A small 
population of Spotted Lanternfly was 
detected in the Bunker Hill area of 
Berkeley County, on October 30th. 
The United States Department of 
Agriculture – Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service confirmed the 
findings. 

For more information or to report 
potential Spotted Lanternfly sightings, 
contact bugbusters@wvda.us or 304-
788-1066.

Oystershell Scale 

Winter offers an opportunity to 
see signs of scale on woody 

plant material. Oystershell scale 
(Lepidosaphes ulmi) feeds the cells 
of trunks and branches. As it feeds 
it often kills the area of the feeding 
site. Heavy infestations produce 
stunting, foliage yellowing, and bark 
cracking. Dieback of branches is a 
common result of Oystershell scale 
injury and infested trees are often so 
weakened they succumb to Cytospora 
canker. Oystershell scale is the most 
damaging insect of deciduous trees 
and shrubs grown in landscape 
settings. The adult female Oystershell 
scale is up to four millimeters long, 
elongated, tapering to a point at 
the posterior end and often slightly 
curved, somewhat resembling a 
mussel shell. The upper side is a 
banded, brown, waxy scale and the 
underside is cream-colored. There are 
no eyes or legs and the short antennae 

have only a single segment. The 
mandibles are lengthened into a stylet 
adapted for sucking sap. 

The female lays about one hundred 
oval white eggs, retaining them under 
her body, and then dies. Her scale 
darkens in color and stays in place, 
protecting the eggs over the winter, 
because it makes detection difficult. 
Oystershell scale has been recorded 
on over 125 species of plants, mostly 
hardwoods, and is most commonly 
found on ash, maples, willows, and 
lilac. 

Timing of control is critical as 
Oystershell scale becomes much less 
vulnerable to most insecticides after 
the crawlers have settled, begun to 
feed, and molted to the next life stage 
during which the protective waxy 
cover begins to form. Determining 
when the crawler period occurs 
requires some examination of the 
plants as timing can vary from season 
to season due to spring weather 
conditions.  It is best to check degree

mailto:bugbusters@wvda.us
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day models for the treatment timing 
on these scales, or to keep watch on 
when the crawlers become active, as 

this is the best time for treatment to 
occur. 

Effectiveness of oils applied as 
dormant treatments has been more 
erratic with Oystershell scale than with 
many other scales. This is because 
the eggs are well protected by the 
covering produced by the mother 
scale. Dormant applications of oils 
are more likely to be effective in 
spring, after the scale covering has 
weathered.

Credits: MD Extension, Wiki and Bugwood Wiki
Photo: Colorado State University, Bugwood

Fungus Could Help 
Control EAB

Canadian scientists have 
discovered a fatal fungus with 

potential to help control emerald ash 
borer (Agrilus planipennis). The fatal 
fungus turns mating into a way of 
decreasing, not increasing EAB. Male 
emerald ash borers infected with the 
fungus transmit it to females during 
mating, with both dying thereafter, 
according to research published in 
the Journal of Economic Entomology. 
The research followed up previous 
work on the development of a system 
that would allow the beetles to infect 
themselves by contact.  

To learn more, see the full article in 
the Journal of Economic Entomology 
titled “Horizontal Transmission of the 
Entomopathogenic Fungal Isolate 
INRS-242 of Beauveria bassiana”
https://academic.oup.com/jee/
advance-article/doi/10.1093/jee/
toz256/5580079.

Research Article of 
Interest

Development of microsatellite 
markers for an out breaking 

species of oak gall wasp in NE US, 
Bulletin of Entomological Research 
2019.

Populations of the recently 
described black oak gallwasp, 
(Zapatella davisae) have been 
identified as the cause of extensive 
tree damage and mortality to black 
oaks in the northeastern United States. 
This research article addresses the 
distribution, phylogenetic placement, 
and lifecycle of this tree pest, of which 
relatively little is known.
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/
jrnl/2019/nrs_2019_andersen_001.pdf.

Forest pest updates provided by Donna Marie 
Foster, Landscape Architect, MLA, Forest 
Service Northeastern Area State and Private 
Forestry
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Tour des Trees Riders continued from page 10

Why ride for MAC-ISA’s Tour des 
Trees Team: 
• To fund important research 

focused on improving the health 
of urban trees

• To fund education programs 
aimed at connecting young 
people with the environment and 
with opportunities in the green 
industry

• To raise awareness in the 
communities we visit of the 
importance of trees to the quality 
of urban life and the value of 
science-based professional tree 
care.

• To engage and educate young 
people about how trees grow, 
why people need trees and how 
they can help care for the trees in 
their lives.

More information: 
https://www.treefund.org/tourdestrees.

2020 ISA Awards Program 
Nominations

From now until March 4th, 2020, 
you have the opportunity to submit 

your nominations for any of the ISA 
Awards of Distinction categories 
and for the ISA True Professionals of 
Arboriculture recognition program. 
ISA’s Awards of Distinction and the 
True Professionals program honor 
not only those tree care professionals 
who have made substantial 
contributions to the arboriculture 
industry, but also the industry as a 
whole. Publicity and media coverage 
of the award recipients each year 
provides international recognition of 
the profession and increases public 

awareness of the need for proper tree 
care. 

For more information click on 
the following links: http://www.
isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-
Recognition/Awards-of-Distinction
http://www.isa-arbor.com/
Membership/Member-Recognition/
True-Professionals-of-Arboriculture-
Award.

MAC-ISA 2019 Annual 
Report

MAC-ISA’s 2019 Annual Re-
port is now available for 

your review on our website. Go to 
http://www.mac-isa.org/images/
pdfs/2019AnnualReport.pdf to down-
load the Annual Report and read all 
about our accomplishments.

Montgomery College 
Landscape Technology Program  

Germantown Campus 

Spring Semester 2020 
 

Tree Climbing Course 
 Hands-on (one-credit, ALL LAB!)  
 Instruction focuses on learning and prac-

ticing and the use of professional arborist 
techniques and equipment for ascend-
ing, descending and working in large 
trees. 

 All instructors are International Society of 
Arboriculture (I.S.A.) Certified Arborists 
from M-NCPPC.  

 This course will prepare students to take 
I.S.A. Certified Tree Worker Exam.  

 The estimated cost is $201.00 for in-
county tuition rate. 

 Business/industry employees may also   
be eligible for the in-county tuition rate  

 Credit is transferable to the University of 
Maryland. 

 Course can be taken for credit or audit 
 Or as a Continuing Education class (240-

567-5188, wdce.montgomerycollege.edu).  
 Climbing equipment provided! 

LNTP 150  Introduction to Arboriculture  1 credit  
This hands-on course is all lab and will focus on how on learning and practicing the use of professional arborist 
techniques and equipment for ascending, descending and working in large trees.  This course will prepare stu-
dents to take I.S.A. Certified Tree Worker exam, and the Maryland Tree Expert Exam from the Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources. The course also offers I.S.A. continuing education credits.  
CRN 33507 - Credit/Audit 
 
LATE START, Meets 03/16-03/20/20; 9:00 a.m. to 2:40 p.m.       
Location: Agricultural History Farm Park at 18410 Muncaster Road,    
Derwood, MD, 20855 

For more information contact Steve Dubik at 240-567-7803                                                          
Steve.dubik@montgomerycollege.edu 
►In-county tuition rates available for Business/Industry employees 
► Web registration: www.montgomerycollege.edu 
Montgomery College is an Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Title IX  institution. 

Josh Dunk, Spring 2010 

https://www.treefund.org/tourdestrees
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/Awards
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/Awards
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/Awards
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/True
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/True
http://www.isa-arbor.com/Membership/Member-Recognition/True
http://www.mac-isa.org/images/pdfs/2019AnnualReport.pdf
http://www.mac-isa.org/images/pdfs/2019AnnualReport.pdf
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MAC-ISA Board Retreat

The Board met on December 6th 
in Gainesville Virginia to plan 

their 2020 Action Plan.  We were 
very fortunate to have Tom Gleason 
facilitate the work session.  We utilized 
our strategic plan to select projects 
for the year. Along with our busy 
educational calendar MAC-ISA staff 
and volunteers will be working on a 
few new projects including;
• Developing a new species rating 

guide
• Increasing our presence on social 

media
• Offering and promoting FREE 

student memberships
• Offer the Aerial Lift Specialist 

Exam.
Volunteers are always needed to 

help accomplish these tasks.  Email 
exdirector@macisa.org if you would 
like to help out.

The Board at the retreat. Left to 
right: Jenny, Kevin, Don, and Steve.

Facilitator Tom Gleason,
Board photos courtesy of Nancy 

Herwig

Dabney Lancaster Community 
College Forestry Trailer. 

The trailer wrap was partially funded 
by MAC-ISA.

Photo courtesy of Billy Newman

Facilitator Tom Gleason and Jason 
Heizer looking at the redesigned 

“How to Kill a Tree” poster.
Board photos courtesy of Nancy 

Herwig

Druid Hill Park, site of our 2020 
TCC, Conservatory and tree 

sculpture by Mark Acton. 
Pictures downloaded from the web.

Jocelyn Louhse and Drew 
Dunavant, last year’s TCC overall 

Champions.
Photo courtesy of Patrick Teague.

mailto:exdirector@macisa.org
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Mark Your Calendars, MAC-ISA Tree Climbing Championship
April 4, 2020, Druid Hill Park, Baltimore, MD
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